w8                            Viscount Halifax

also be the "working of a Divine purpose, a message, a warning,
or a reassurance, which man was intended to receive and had
no right to ignore. Ghost-hunting, therefore, must not be
regarded too lightly, or pursued for the thrill alone. There
might be evil spirits to be exorcised or unquiet spirits to be ap-
peased; that they were as real as flesh and blood Halifax had not
a shadow of doubt; and that all his life they had a strong fascina-
tion for him is quite certain.

The macabre had nearly as strong attraction for him as the
supernatural; and in his more impish moods he was a little too
ready to assume a similar taste in others. At various times he
acquired from a medical friend in London a supply of human
skulls, three of which, as we have seen, were installed as a
Memento Mori at the entrance to Hickleton churchyard. As a
test for the nerves of his guests at Garrowby, he had a collection
of hideous and demoniac masks, which he hung about the at-
tics in places where anyone might come upon them suddenly.
One of them he placed in a recess covered by a curtain in one
of the spare rooms, in the hope that the unsuspecting visitor,
retiring to bed and drawing the curtain to see what lay be-
hind it, might get a pleasant shock before composing himself
for sleep.

It will be recalled that, as early as 1873, Halifax wrote to his
father of his longing to add to and improve Garrowby.* He
suggested giving it a front like Bowling Hall, the old home of
the Woods, with a garden sloping to the back and planted with
clipped yew and holly hedges. He also expressed a desire to fill
the park with 'creatures of all sorts/ This last ambition he also
achieved. He introduced various species of deer, and even added
a number of exotic and incongruous animals such as yaks,
emus, and kangaroos; but they did not really thrive in their
strange environment. The kangaroos had a habit of jumping
*See Part I, page 265.